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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SKILLS OF STUDENTS AT VOCATIONAL COLLEGES IN
NORTHERN REGION
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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to examine professional accounting skills of students at vocational
colleges in northern region. Data were gathered by questionnaires distributed to 320 students, who were
studying in the 2™ year of accounting program in high vocational certificate level and who already passed
the internship in the 3™ semester, from 8 vocational colleges in northern region. Data as obtained from
the questionnaires were analyzed by the descriptive statistics: frequency, percentage, and mean.

Results of the study on opinions of the accounting students on levels of their internship learning
outcomes presented that after taking on an internship, they agreed that their learning outcomes in Cognitive
Domain was rated at high level; while their learning outcomes in Psychomotor and Affective Domains were
rated at the highest level. Regarding their opinions on levels of professional accounting skills, they agreed
that their professional accounting skills in self-management and organizational management skills were

increased at the highest level. They, however, agreed that although their intellectual skill and interpersonal
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relations and communication skill had higher level in mean value, their professional skills in these aspects
were fixed at the previous level.

The findings also revealed that the students who took the internship at a specific organization as
advised by the college gained the professional accounting skills: self-management, interpersonal relations
and communication, and organizational management at higher level than those who found an organization

to take their internship by themselves.
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